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nearly two to one, and the first commissioners were appointed two months
later. The rate of a penny levied for library purposes realises about
;£i,6oo. Hitherto (he whole of the funds have been spent on one library,
the commissioners being of opinion that it is belter to have one good
library, centrally situated, doing its work efficiently, than two or three
half-starved branch establishments. The commissioners are, however,
now considering the question whether they can establish either a branch
library or reading room in the populous district of Balham, but, at the
same time, they are most desirous not to reduce the efficiency of the
central institution. Mr. Thomas Everatt is the librarian."—London.

NOTTINGHAM.—The Nottingham Library Bulletin is to be the
title of a quarterly magazine, which is to be issued for those who use the
Public Libraries and Reading Rooms of Nottingham. It will contain
lists of books added to the various public libraries during each quarter ;
topical lists of books, such as works on Africa, &c. ; special subject lists,
as hosiery, lace, bimetallism ; lists of donations ; notices of special collec-
tions of books in the Reference Library by the College professors and
other experts ; library notes and news, and other useful matter. The
title and headings have been designed by a member of the staff. The
Nottingham Library Bulletin will range in size with the other publica-
tions, and be sold at the nominal price of one penny per copy. The
books in the New Basford Public Lending Library, which were suitable
for boys and girls have, with recent additions, been made available to
the young people of the locality ; and a list printed. Collections of
books have been placed, by the Public Library authorities, in the Central
and District Police Stations and Fire Brigade Station, and these are
highly appreciated by the men.

SUNDERLAND.—Mr. P. A. Williams has been appointed librarian
of the Public Library and Museum in succession to the late Mr. Fraser.

TODMORDEN.—The Todmorden Co-operative Society have re-
solved to celebrate their jubilee in a very sensible manner. They have
decided, subject to the Libraries Act being adopted, to build a Public
Library, and to transfer thereto and present to the town the whole of the
society's library, consisting of over 8,000 volumes.

Zbe poet Xaureate on public libraries.
T H E Poet Laureate (Mr. Alfred Austin) has addressed the following

nteresting letter to Mr. A. F. Skeen, of 4, Avoca Cottages, Erith Road,
Bexley Heath, with regard to the proposal to establish a public library
in Bexley parish :—

" Swinford Old Manor, Ashford, Kent.—Dear Sir,—I hear with much
interest of the efforts you are making to establish a public library. Every
project of the kind must command the warmest sympathy of those who
desire a larger and loftier life for their fellow-countrymen. But I should
like to add that strenuous and strict precautions should be taken by the
founders of every public library against the danger of prose fiction occu-
pying too large a space on its shelves. Only the works of its recognised
masters, living or dead, should, I venture to think, be admitted there.
There is a kind of reading which is the worst form of self-indulgent indo-
lence, and against the encouragement of this too prevalent failing every
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precaution should be taken. There are writers of prose fiction still
among us, whose novels, like those of their great predecessors, stimulate
the imagination to healthy thoughts and manly purposes, and no wise
man excludes them from his library. But even their books should not,
in my opinion, form the staple of anyone's reading, lest the imagination
be fostered at the expense of the judgment, and the mind, grown passive
and over receptive, lose its energy for active thought. With this qualifi-
cation, which I feel bound in conscience to make, I heartily wish you
success in your generous undertaking.—Believe me, dear sir, yours faith-
fully, ALFRED AUSTIN."

(Opening of tbe Ibolgbeab public Xibrarg.
SPEECH BY LADY VERNKY.

ON Saturday, April 25th, the Public Library at Holyhead was opened
by Captain Binney, representing the L. and ,N.W.R. Co., who have sub-
scribed £10 to its funds. A suite of three or four upper rooms in the
heart of the town has been secured, and will provide ample reading-room
accommodation. The rate will produce from ^75 to £Zo a year. . £$$
of this goes in rent, and £y> in salary to a local young lady, who has had
no librarian training whatever ; this leaves from J£IO to £15 for taxes,
cleaning, warming, lighting, office expenses, and periodicals, but not a
penny for books or binding ; so it is to be hoped these will be provided
by local generosity. There was a large attendance, and many expressions
of goodwill. Addresses were delivered by Lady Vemey, by Mrs. Thomas
(the vicar's wife), and others. A silver key was presented to Captain
Binney; and now the Holyhead wayfarer has nothing to do but to walk
in.

Lady Verney, who was accorded a warm reception, said, " My little
daughter and I have cycled over from the wilds of Rhoscolyn to wish you
joy on this great occasion. I could have wished that my eldest daughter,
Ellen, might have been present here to-day, for just now the chief joy of
her life is being the librarian of our Public Library at Middle Claydon.
The chairman was speaking just now about the smallness of the rate, but
to us, from ,£75 to j£8o, sounds a great deal ; at Middle Claydon our
rate only brings in from £7 to £6 a year, but in two years we have got
over a thousand volumes. I do not wish to give advice to those who are
so much more experienced than myself, but we have found people do not
like being asked indefinitely for books. We find it an excellent plan to
publish in a newspaper a list of some of the books wanted, and, as they
are provided, to cross them out of the list, and ask for others. This
prevents people from presenting us with the trash they do not want in
their own libraries, and books of the Theology of twenty years ago, which
is quite antiquated now. So much is being said about the harm fiction
does. I was reading in the paper only yesterday an attack on Fiction
by the Poet Laureate, whose poetry is perhaps not the most amusing
thing one can find to read. In many libraries all over the kingdom,
Fiction is very limited; certain books are excluded, with the effect of
giving them a far larger circulation outside the library than they had
before. Of course, I thoroughly agree that nothing which is unfit for
Christian reading should be allowed in your library; but, on the other
hand, if our girls and boys are to acquire a love of reading for its own
sake, how can they start better than with Stevenson's ' Treasure Island,'
or Henty*s 'With Clive in India'? One of our greatest difficulties in

 at N
ew

 Y
ork U

niversity on July 11, 2015
http://library.oxfordjournals.org/

D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://library.oxfordjournals.org/

